Monday, December 8, 2003
Proverbs 1:1 - 3:35

Proverbs as a type of writing goes back almost 5,000 years to Egypt. The proverbs that we are reading go back to the time of Solomon about 2,900 years ago. King Solomon, you may recall, asked God for wisdom and was granted his request. Most of these proverbs were written by the king. Not all of Solomon’s proverbs are here since he is said to have written thousands of proverbs and songs.


The first chapter of Proverbs explains what it is, a collection of sage words of advice on how to live successfully. Proverbs contain truths and comments that we can practice, debate, or ponder. It’s important to remember that Proverbs is not meant to be a guide to salvation, but a guide to living!

Chapter one resonates with parents. They constantly seek ways to communicate with their teens to stay out of bad company, only to be told that they really don’t understand. Communication with teens can be frustrating for parents because they know the pitfalls; they know how fast a prank of some sort can turn into a crime resulting in lifelong consequences. 


In 1:20-33 Wisdom speaks. How can we define wisdom? If there is a single word that does not really express its meaning it would be “knowledge”.  However wisdom can be said to be the application of knowledge in everyday life.  It could even be in some ways what we call “common sense”.  Illiterate people can be wise.  Older people are sometimes wise because they have had many years to watch and learn what God does in the world. When Solomon asked God for wisdom, he was asking for the ability to take care of God’s people and discern His. Not everyone seeks wisdom. Wisdom laments that too many people flounder and fail because they refuse to heed her advice. 


Chapter 2 reveals to us that wisdom is God-given—all the education in the world cannon lead one to a wise decision.  Verse 9 says “then you will discern righteousness and justice and equity and every good course.”  The cleverness of the ungodly is not wisdom and it will eventually lead to destruction (verse 22).  

Chapter 3 speaks of seeking and trusting God in the pursuit of wisdom. God will grant blessing to the one who seeks Him continually. 
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